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ENVERY Zomws bolds its ﬁ.:rwhaﬁaﬁs For all who
look close enough. Cack has its om story of how
1% carme 20 fe and where i1 fs heading. Shese
signs tell some of the episodes in the story of
ﬁfﬁa/, ﬂa:.racéufet‘t.f. Our bometomws Glimpses
make wp the é/"ggef plcture of. /merjca.

The Athol icentennial Compission wadertook the
Z?éa/ Alistory 7ail”’ project in 1975-1976 1 the
Ve,

ef z’égz‘ {/ﬁre/ﬂafe on€ ferrows a2 down, the more
toe o7 she is [ifely To appreciate it and do Hhitggs

/»?zf'/?;

a/z’lo.n‘ @/ these sites are on pf/i/az‘e property so
p/éa.re respect Hhern and do not z‘re‘a;aa‘.m

A SUGGESTION

fthols road system is complex because the town
was lom as twin villages, divided by o »iver.
She trall mapped in this paper, therefore, is
zlgzag. There is 4o way 7o sinplfy it white
Zaking i aff 24 sites.

You may not want 4o tackle £he erndire routs in
ot1e Zrip. You may prefer making your own
surple route. (Jne way is o stay on Pleasant §t,
Mairn 8%, anid up Wo. Orange R ... and add
Side Trips later. '

%ef'e{s?p/e/ng/ o see.... %pﬂy &p/ofj}tg/

PLEASE DRIVE CAREFULLY
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EAST FORT
1736 - 1780

SITE OF THE FIRST
AND STRONGEST OF
THREE LOG FORTS
DEFENDING- PEQUOIG
AGAINST INDIAN RAIDS.
ITWAS ID0-FT. SQUARE,
MADE OF UPRIGHT LOGS;
WITH & BLOCKHOUSE,
HUTS WITHIN FOR
20 FAMILIES, AND A
WELL STILL SEEN.

786 Pleasant J¥

il

al r'ff

%&eft@m of Pequoiy, living i constant
aanger from Ihdian attack, built Sords "in
which, at the close of day, or at the alarm
% danger, all the  farmiles in e vicinity
Gethered ' for mutieal .s"g{'@{g and pﬁﬂl‘ectz?a/i’ ’

.@agg 4

RisTORY \B_J TRA'L
813 Fleasant Jt FIRST H@g
HERE IN 1735,

RICHARD MORTON
BUILT A LOG CABIN,
FIRST ONE AMONG
THE FIVE SETTLERS.
IT WAS THE BIRTHPLACE
OF OUR COMMUNITY'S
FIRST BOY AND GIRL,

ABRAHAM MORTON 1735
MARGERY MORTON 1737

% st ploneers of our Lome casme fere ’
Sromt awél/b’ on Jept. 17, 1735, tracing ey
way through the wilderness Gy marked
Zrees. %ey were e ﬁmz?}'?es of” Trchard
ﬂof'tcw, falﬂu@{ﬁ orton, @&fm}w Srth,
John Smeed), and Joseph Lord.

o these St frve families our comiiar-
72y was borea.

ﬁa‘qe 5



HISTORY: TRALL 3
e

ZN0 MEETINGHOUSE
1741 -1772

PIONEERS WORSHIPPED
AND ~ GOVERNED IN
A CRUDE CABIN HERE.
FEARING INDIANS,
THEY KEPT MUSKETS
AT THEIR -SIDES: IN
THE YARD - WERE A
WHIPPING POST AND
STOCKS TO PUNISH
WICKED MEN AND
NAUGHTY BOYS.

834 FPleasant Jt

% meetingtouse was burlt 12 rodls (198 5 feet)
south of Est Ford, after Zhe  flrsE prloneer
churetr on .%pgﬁoo’ Jtreet burned! There
was only one pew, 1t bery reserved  for the
preacher. The 20 ) fariilies did Hherr pragiig
and sigity on planks set up on wooden
blocks. Fom this beginming, Pleasant Sireet
was 2o retminin the “center”of tomn for 100 4rs.
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vé

1665 Main Jt

®

OLD
TOLL GATE

FROM 1800 TO 1830,
TRAVELERS ON THIS
5TH MASS. TURNPIKE
PAID A FARE TO GET
PAST A TOLL GATE HERE.
IT SWUNG ACROSS
THE ROADWAY FROM
A TOLL HOUSE.
PASSAGE MONEY PAID
FOR MAN AND BEAST.

%5& ﬂassacéu.fetts %ﬂﬂ,a[/(’e cormttig
ouz of J3oston iy the early 1800.s wa.s the
Srst mgjorfrigturay built across the state.
B pay for s upkeep toll kouses were set up
every few miles. Travelers pard a few cents to
get To the next toll gate.

ﬂagg 7
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HISTORY @ TRAIL

HIDING PLACE
FOR SLAVES

1N THIS HOUSE,
BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR
ENDED SLAVERY,
DR. GEORGE HOYT HID AND
HELPED RUNAWAY SLAVES
WHO FLED THE SOUTH.
THIS “UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD" STATION
WAS A HAVEN ON
THEIR FREEDOM TRAIL
TO. CANADA.

5]

1169 Chestnut J¢

[t was called the Fr@mc/eﬁymuﬂd Railroad,” a
networf of criizens who feefped slaves escape
Srom thelr southern masters. Under cover of
darkness, “conductors” such as Dr George
,%(yz Lo0k these Sugitives iito their bomes o
feed and shelter therr, and send them on to
Lherr next stop.

?agg Vi

6.

Chestrut Sz
at

Janders St
Flayground

INDIAN TRAIL

MANY INDIAN TRIBES
WALKED ALONG THIS
“GREAT TRAILY 1T
WAS 18 INCHES WIDE
AND HUNDREDS OF
MILES LONG, FROM
CONNECTICUT TO
CANADA. THE PATH
FOLLOWED PLEASANT
AND CHESTNUT STREETS
TO MILLERS RIVER OFF
SOUTH ATHOL ROAD.

% the Indlians of Verw Crgland, this path
Sformed e rmraii “High Foad” (rrostly bhill
country) running from south o nordh. It
began on the ocean shore in Conmectiaut,
and blazed through Hiis inland forest to
thelr great futiting and tradk regions of the
Sfar north. She Pequoig lndians welcomed
these Zravelers.

FPage 9



INDIA
CROSSI

ON MARCH 3, 18758
MORE THAN 2000
INDIANS RETREATED
TO THIS RIVERSIDE
WITH THEIR CAPTIVE,
MARY ROWLANDSON OF
LANCASTER. CHASED
BY 400 FRONTIER
SOLDIERS, THEY
ESCAPED ON RAFTS.

Jo. ﬁz‘éo/ Joo!

at Joverview

/ﬂ};@w their bloodly attack om Lancaster,
the Indrans marched 45 weary miles fo

thois place with all of their women, children,
aged, and captive. The large Joulaer in the
Miflers River here is called “Rowlandson
Rock’! It martes the place of crossing.

Fage 10
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%pgaoa’ Jz.
near Cheney St

IST MEETINGHOUSE
SITE - 1741

PIONEERS ERECTED
A LOG CABIN FOR A
HOUSE OF WORSHIP
HALFWAY BETWEEN
THE EAST AND WEST
SETTLEMENTS. SOON
IT BURNED, SOME
SAID BY INDIANS,
BUT OTHERS BLAMED
A BRUSH FIRE.

ﬂw @( the > flrst /m/é[!fc acts of the settlens
of Pegquoiyg was 1o build a bouse of. Wﬁﬂﬂé{ﬁ.
Shey chose this bhiflside near Mill BBrook
Sor the site. Sheir ﬁ}:rt buriaf ground was
nearly. Shis smalland rough cabin was

used onfy for a short time, and was not yet
Snished, when flames destroyed /7.

_)/Dage 17



UPTOWN COMMON

oLD )
st s (B 5o aingt. § B0 L
at Comrron [ 0 MEETINGHOUSE

WERE SLEEP THE
EARLY SETTLERS OF
PEQUOIG (ATHOL)
(N THEIR FIRST
BURIAL GROUND.
INDIANS WATCHED
FROM BEHIND TREES
AS MOURNERS ARMED
WITH MUSKETS CAME
IN SAD PROCESSION.

1773-1827
ON JULY I8, 1776 A
MESSENGER ARRIVED
WITH A COPY OF THE
NEW DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE.
IT WAS READ TO ALL
FROM THE STEPS OF
= THE MEETINGHOUSE.

| town Sfor public

* | assembly and enjoy-
%’W many pioneers were buried here is not . /AL ¥ on Felb: 10, 1772. The meetinghouse,
centain. At one time 40graves could be bullt on /¢ & yecr later W/@"”? e bandstand
clearly traced. A fow of the names are knomwn. rios rests, becarne the rallying feall for the
Residents still debate whether Indians also © local patriots of the Revolution. During the
were buried here, but there is no firm tradition — Warof 1812, ammunition was stored inside.
or proof. L its center is seen the First Jettlers' Sroim this gr een in 1661, ﬁﬁi@f 50!”"’3{’ g
ﬂ@ﬁgimamf, raised on July 4, 1859 by school maz ffgd o QW/ Wear éﬁgg’%e/%-ﬁ Liberty
Children pulling on a rope. FPole” rose bigh above for mary yesrs.

Page 12 ' Fage 13
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STAGECOACH 5 oin
STOP 1503Main S

DURING THE YEARS
1790 TO 1853 THIS
CORNER WAS A BUSY
STOPPING PLACE FOR
STAGECOACHES FROM
DISTANT POINTS.
BROOKS TAVERN

STOOD HERE AS THE
POPULAR HUB OF
FIVE STAGE ROADS.

0hn J3rooks’ Tavern was a farmous stage-
coact; stop between Bosiot and Trattieboro
as the junction to five directions. Gicited
children watched the darly fiustle of rattling
coaches, foarting steeds, Zhe Zransferring of
passengers and mall, changing Aorses, and
dlust cloudss heading round the bernd.

Page 14
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ﬁ;@}%@m JZ HOUSE

{827 - 1847

ATHOL'S TOWN HALL
FOR 20 YEARS, 1T
$T00D WEST OF

THE COMMON UNTIL
MOVED HERE IN 1B50.
IT ALSO SERVED AS
“ATHOL ACADEMY™

i 1828, THEN AS

A CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH 1M 1830-33.

% Lo voted i 1827 Lo erect /is }6’}@‘
Do Kowse, two stories high, foruse both
as a public hall and church. Sonn rmeetings
were held on the lower fIoor. @/ﬁgz‘aﬁm Jobt
Crostby condlicted an isformal high school
called Athol Academsy. Congregationalists
worshipped on the 2nd flooz, Lt/ ey built
their own edlfice three years later

?&g@ 5



N\ To Trails end
\ on Chestnut

2.1 mi. from Town Hall

Start Here




TH MEE TINGHOUSE

BUILT IN 1BZ7-78
FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP
Of GOD FOREVER."

OLD TOWN HALL

REMODELED IN 1847
FOR USE AS ATHOL'S
TOWN HALL UNTIL 1321,
OCCUPIED BY WOMAN'S
CLUB 1921 -1857 AND
ATHOL HISTORICAL
SOCIETY SINCE 1957,

(/3 Hilt or1 an acre of land donated by Jamuel
Jweetzer “for tihe public worslip of Fod
Sforever,” this meeting iouse was used i
iZs earfy days for religious services orly. e
Zown declared a hofida
Dec.3,1828. Remodelled i1 1847, 7t was
NAthols seat of governmest until 1921,

for its dedieation on

Fage 18
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1254 Main 52 | TOWN POUND

IN THE EARLY 1800'S
THERE WAS A SQUARE
ENCLOSURE OF STONE
WALLS HERE, BUILT
BY THE TOWN TO
HOLD STRAY CATTLE
AND OTHER ANIMALS.
THEIR OWNERS HAD
TO PAY A CLAIM FEE
TO THE POUNDKEEPER.

[ﬂear@ times all communities /(‘e/ﬁf an animal
pound. SHeld drivers caughtt and fook into
this stone enclosure any cow, horse, or swine
Jound straying, especially i 7t were doing
damage. If the omwrer was brown be was notif~
red; 1if wot, a description of the animal was
,ﬁué/??c{fg posted.

Frge 19



PIONEER HOMESITE
17371815

THE DOWNTOWN AREA
BEGAN IN 1737 WHEN
JESSE KENDALL BUILT
A SMALL HOME 1IN
THE PRESENT MIDDLE
OF MAIN STREET.
INDIANS MENACED
THIS VALLEY, BUT
THE HOUSE STOO0D
FIRM FOR 78 YEARS.

16.

Grchange s (B FORT. HOUSE
@/?7@/@4} ON A SMALL HILL

HERE THAT WAS
REMOVED 1N 1929,
SAMUEL KENDALL
BUILT FOR ALL

“A GARRISON HOUSE,
PLANKED TO THE
FIRST STORY." 17
PROTECTED THE FEW
LOWLANDS SETTLERS
FROM INDIAN ATTACK.

J-

IS )
\ N

R sy

%ﬁ!@ﬁ%ﬁ Aendalls, Samue! and sonJesse,
orvred nearly all of #he dorwntomn area when
7 was hostile wilderness. Jesse built his bhaome
in 1737.... Wégﬁé@m Jireer was laid out i 1515,
thefouse was rmoved 10 47 Freedom [treer atid
stood until 1675 Jesse Fiendall had sold Hhese 80
pritie acres in 1795 to JSimeon Fish for 700
DIritish pouticls.

.@ag@ 20
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AV ore pioneer formes begar sprouting up in
Hhis lowland rmighvay between the Cast Fill
and West il settlements. /q imeans of pro-
Zection agamst Indian raids was needed for
Hhese isofated families. She Garrison house
was built on Lop of = Fnoll that gave a wide
view of #is valley.

J@ag@ 21
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151 Pequioig, Ave.

“

CAPTURED
BY INDIANS

YOUNG PIONEER
JASON BABCOCK
BUILT HIS LOG CABIN
HERE IN 1745. |IN

THE SPRING OF 1747
HE WAS CAPTURED

BY INDIANS IN THIS
OPEN REAR MEADOW,
TAKEN PRISONER TO
CANADA, THEN FREED

(,}.mﬂ JIabrock carme frere at age 18, and bought
most of this meadow and billside. Owe day his
cows strayed info the westside woods and he
went 2o look for them. Juddenly shots rang out
Srom Lndians in hiding, and Babrock weas
Sghtly sounded. e war whogps were feard by
trrers at e mill vear the present Y @4 &hey
7e24s B9 fois rescute but fe was alyeadly carred. o

Pagel?

)

488 Jo Maiir St

PEQUOIG INLIANS OF
THE NIPMUCK TRIBE
BUILT WIGWAMS AND
PLANTED CORNFIELDS
ALL ALONG THIS

RIVERSIDE MEADOW.
INDIAN RELICS WERE
FOUND IN A FIELD
CLOSE BY UNTIL

A GENERATION AGO.

. j ”agffégpw‘ wis their chief. Shey built their
courneil fires o these pleatis, ga thered the wild
grain on these meadons, hunted the deer on these
taills.  Nere they gave their soms and daughters
Ji1 marriage, and here they buried the bones of
their fathers. Relics of these noble men yet ro-

i, TSut thet orce happy 2ribe is gome,
faded amay...”’

f%y@ 23
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MOUNT PLEASANT
CEMETERY Vo Orarge 2
LAND DONATED BY ﬂt}dﬁ
SAMUEL MORTON Fleasant

BEFORE 1745, A
MEMORIAL TO MANY
TOWN FOUNDERS.

IT HAS A
MARKER TO EZFKIEL
WALLINGFORD. KILLED
BY INDIANS DURING
A MOONLIT RAID.

Crekosel WW‘ '@a'
: . % ﬁieﬁfé?v
Samese! Morton
Fequoig Pioneer

Dbomas Love!- Copsinis
47 flwser Revolstion

% Crst Kill aood West A pioneers were
Separated 5y two miles of wilderness and
river crossed by foot at a fording place off

0. Orange Rd. 1t became clear another
burial place was needed for the settlers
Lving north of the river. She latd was
donated @' a@‘amu@[/%wz‘wz.

Page 24
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OLDEST HOUSE
[N ATHOL

BUILT IN 1736 BY
AARON SMITH AS A

LOG CABIN, LATER

ENLARGED. MENACED
BY INDIANS 1IN 1746
AND RAIDED OF FOOD
BY DANIEL SHAY'S

ARMY IN 17B7. LATER
SERVED AS A TAVERN
AND STAGECOACH STOPR.

Jts beginning was as a two-room log cabin.
he Lunbers were dove-tadled together so
that wooden pegs or rails were 1ot need-
ed. His descendants added a second flooz,
et a mapy restonation i 1969 gives the
House its moderns ook, but muck of the
orlgraa( intersor structure remains.

pagg 25
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WEST FORT

1741 - 1780

A STRONG DEFENSE
AGAINST INDIANS, iT
STOOD IN THIS LOWER
FIELD. [INSIDE THIS
LOG STOCKADE WERE
A SOLID BLOCKHOUSE,
HUTS FOR FAMILIES
AND TROOPS, AND A
WELL. ITS REMAINS
WERE REMOVED IN 1889.

er

"..Cur ancestors relate hhor, as night spread is
inantle of darkness over the forest and a-
round their ingant settlement, all would gather
together i1 the garrison and sit stilently with-
out lights, listening with cautious ear 2o every
externa/ sound; querying i each urcormmion
niosse imight 1ot be the signal of danger from
the hostile Indans...”’

page 26
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ﬁaaﬁe,%'?/ﬁd SENTINEL ELM

ON THE CREST OF
THIS HILL STOOD
A MAJESTIC ELM
93 FEET TALL. FROM
1TS TOP BRANCHES
INDIANS SIGNALLED
ACROSS THE VALLEY,
AND LATER PIONEER
LOOKOUTS WARNED OF
HOSTILE RED MEN.
IT FELL IN 1331,

%Je&tfﬂe/ Gl SO rrore 2han 200 Years
created a dramatic siltouette on this 4illtop.
Used iin earfy days as a "spy tree” by Indians
y and ploneers alike, in
later years it became
a jfrvorite plesic
Spot. Hhe tree is
Y preserved /i ST07Y,
N poetry, photography,
art, nod somg.
She elw was visille
Sfor twenty miles, and
7t was said that ona
clear deay J3o0ston Flarbor
could be seen / fror its Lop
i branches. A bronze plague

sh.  tmarks where it stood,

R {4 b ook o

FPage 27




SCALPED
BY INDIANS

ON AUGUST 17, 17456
EZEKIEL WALLINGFORD,
THINKING HE HEARD
BEARS TRAMPLING HIS
CORNFIELD HERE,
LEFT THE FORT TO
INVESTIGATE. HE
WAS SOON SURROUNDED
BY INDIANS WHO SHOT
AND SCALPED HIM DEAD.

23,
Moore il 4.

== = T e L . ‘\J
L«L‘/fﬂ/ﬂ' lay i atnbusth here s Wa/[/h‘@fafd s
Cﬂﬁ/ﬁéﬁ and made noises like vardal fears
o dpaw hitn out. A hundred yards from

the Sort, the Indlians Jurped froir At
and surrounded hip. He turned and ram
bt in PASSInG & felCe was SHOE 117 thre

the thigh and fefl, Tbmahamt and scalping
éﬂﬁ@ ended 4is life.
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1777 Chestnut

K Ave.

HISTORY

COLONIAL HOME
1777

JOHN HAVEN, JR.,
A PRIVATE IN GENERAL
GEORGE WASHINGTOMW'S
ARMY, BUILT THIS
HOME DURING THE
REVOLUTION. HE HaD
FOUGHT IN THE
SIEGE OF BOSTOM
AND THE VICTORIES
AT TICONDEROGA
AND SARATOGA.

,/{;‘o/l:liefgf the Uiar for Independence, Jokn
Hlavern Jo swas one o Cthan Hllenss ng'ee/_x
ﬂoum‘az}; JSoys” who captured EFort Ticon-
deroga, on May 10, 1775. Two years later kis
millitary service was completed, the war moved
Tt the south, and he came horre and built
This house. It stands as a mode/ of colonial
sturdlihress and design.

Page 29
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